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before yo u i n t he f o .. of amendment. The cut that has been
taken, and it's been cecomnended by the Governor, by HHS and was
passed by Appropriations, the cut saves the state budget
$5.5 million over two years. It remo ves $1 3.5 million in
medical care during that two years because of the Medicaid
match. If we do not pay it on th e state level, the cost
transfers to the counties, who are required to pay the medical
bills for indigent persons, those under a particular income, and
that's shown on the green sheet. It does vary w ith some
c ount i es . Eve n c u tt i ng t h a t co s t i n hal f t o $7 mi l l i on , you c a n
see that we are sav ing on the sta t e leve l by thi8 cu't
$5.5 million, and we are transferring to the counties $7 million
in costs. It's just that simple. Th ere's no hidden...no hidden
bells or whistles or peas under a pod or anything. It 's j u st
t hat s i mp le . I n Appr o p r i a t i o n s w e a r e u n de r t h e g u n t o cu t . We
were n ot t r y i ng t o do f oo l i sh cut s , I assur e you , an d i n our
discussion that evening we sa. d, well, 19- and 20-year-olds tend
t o be he a l t h y a n d a l s o t h e y t e n d t o be a l i t t l e con f u s ed ; ma y b e
they w o n 't f i nd a new p l ace f o r t he i r heal t hca r e . And we
decided b a s i ca l l y o n t h at b a s i s t h a t ma yb e we c an do d g e a
b ul l e t . An d we ' r e de sp e r a t e , r emem b er , t o c u t t h e b u d ge t .
Afte r t h e d e c is i o n , I ask e d more q u e s t i o n s i n m y coun t y , whi ch
is 8ome references to that, and found that one-third of those
c08ts a r e h o sp i t a l c o st s , an d ab o ut h a l f o f t ho se c o s t s a r e
cancer. Tho s e persons who are using this are going to find the
hospi t a l . An d i t f i na l l y d awn e d i n t h i s o l d t h i ck h e ad t ha t i t
isn't the 19- and 20-year-olds that have to go find our fancy
office or someplace in or der to ap ply f or Medicaid. The
hospi t a l s do t ha t . The phy s i c i a n s d o t ha t . They wi l l f i nd t he
county and t h e y w i l l b i l l t he cou n t y . Doug l as Cou n t y assu me8
that it could cost them as much as $14 million in the next two
years. That's from the county budget officer. Because it's not
just a matter of p aying the 100 percent instead of the
40 percent. It's a matter that some of these young persons will
not find their way to the physician's office where they could
get a physician's call and a bagful of prescriptions for $100,
le t ' 8 8 ay . We ' d p ay $ 4 0 . I n s t e ad , t he y ' l l g o t o t h e e me r g e n c y
room and, a s y o u k n ow, t h e s mal l b i l l th e r e i s $200. So i n
those cases, what would cost us in the state $40 will cost the
c ounty $200 and up. Those are the decisions that we h ave to
look at. That 's what we think about in Appropriations when
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